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BRERETON AND RAVENHILL PARISH COUNCIL
DISTRICT OF CANNOCK CHASE COUNTY OF STAFFORDSHIRE
Minutes of 
FULL COUNCIL
To be held at:  the Parish Hall, Ravenhill Park, Brereton, Rugeley.  WS15 1DU
Thursday 7th November 8pm - 9.30pm    
    WELCOME 

Members Present:  
	M Blackham (MB)(Chair),
	K Paul (KP),  
	C Davies (CD),  

	J Gascoigne (JG)(V-Chair),  
	C. Harris (CH)
	R Hall (RH),

	S Merriman (SM),
	R Hall-Davies (RHD),
	K Theobald (KT),

	
	C Boulton (CB),
	J Johnson (JJ)



 In Attendance: 
	Lee Featherstone (RFO),
	Vanessa Hands (Clerk) 
	




	145
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY ITEMS ON THE AGENDA
none
	

	146
	FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIR / CLERK
· Resignation of Alison Cowdell.
The tender of the resignation of Councillor Alison Cowdell was accepted by the Chair. The Chair would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank Alison for their unwavering hard work and dedication. Their contributions has made a lasting and meaningful impact within the village.

· Council Vacancies
The council discussed the current vacant positions and the process in which these need to be advertised.  The Clerk confirmed that once the papers were signed and sent to the Returning Office then they would be advertised on both Cannock Chase District Council website and also ours.  The Chair signed both Notices of Casual Vacancies
	

	147
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
none
	

	148
	AGREEING THE MINUTES FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of Full Council meeting held on Thursday 17th October 2024 were agreed and signed as a true record.
	



	149
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING
123.3   Knife Crime Campaign location (KP)
The organiser has, unfortunately,  decided to use a different location for this meeting

123.3   Climate Change Fund (CD)
Following on from the latest discussions it was decided, that instead of the solar panels the committee would focus on the electrics and the switch of lighting to LED.  3 electrical firms have been approached to provide quotations.

123.4   Invitation to local schools to attend Remembrance Sunday
All local schools were invited with information about the parade and also the services and locations. 

132     Arrange Quarterly non-signatory checking of the financials. 
This has been arranged for 10am on Wednesday 13th November.
	

Resolved 








Resolved

	150
	REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES / WORKING GROUP MEETINGS
	

	150.1
	Finance Asset & Risk Committee
Financials:
· Drafting Budgets for 2024/2025
The Council confirmed that some of the working groups had met and had drafted parts of the budgets but that this was just a first draft and that they wanted to do more work on these before the final draft.

	



	150.2 
	Planning Committee
none
	

	150.3 
	Parish Hall Management WG
· Parish Hall Defibrillator
The temporary defibrillator has been placed back in the box and this has now had the heating switched back on.  The new defibrillator is on order and will be placed on the box once this has been received.

· Café
The café closed 9th November for end of phase 1.  Phase 2 is in the planning but nothing can be finalised until there has been an analysis and stocktake on Phase 1.

A full stocktake will be taken once the café has completed.  It was proposed that the overstock, with a short date, would be donated to a local foodbank.  

· Fire Testing
We are currently gaining 3 quotations from different firms.

· Meeting
The working group met to look at and discuss some of the items that need doing for a smooth running of the hall.  They looked at the current booking forms, bookings and jobs needed to be doing in the hall.  

Amongst other items they noticed that the following will need to be addressed: 
· The front door lock still seems to be an issue
· Upgrade of the lights within the building for LED Lights
· CCTV upgrade
· Stage Curtains
· Bollards 
· Cover for caretaker’s leave

It was also noticed that the front path has again started to subside and this will need to be addressed as soon as possible.

There was also a discussion to highlight the hall with an event for potential hires to showcase the facilities at an event. 

	

	150.4 
	Community Engagement WG
· Remembrance Sunday (KP)
KT confirmed that all barriers are ready to be put in place but that there is still a need for marshals on the day RH/KP/MB/CD all confirmed that they would be in attendance.  KT confirmed that the meeting time would be at 8.30am.

The Council would like to thank Vysions Youth Services are cleaning the memorial, Brereton Millions for organising the road closers and Forkers for the supply of the road closer barriers.

For next year it would be nice to have the addition of poppies on the lampposts we would need to look into the cost and supply of these.
	

Resolved

	150.5
	Staffing WG 
The new contracts have been drafted and will be circulated for comments and approval shortly.

	

	150.6
	Policies, Practice & Procedures WG
none
	

	150.7
	Neighbourhood WG 
· Allotments and Footpaths concerns (KT) 
KT visited one of the plot holders’ addresses however there was no response so a note had been left, but currently they haven’t responded.  KT will follow this up shortly.

· Festive Lights (CD)
The final documents have been sent over to Eon along with all the additional testing certificates and we are awaiting confirmation that these have been received.  

	



	150.8
	Speed Calming WG
In the past few weeks there has been speed checks along Armitage Road one resulted in 41 vehicles over the speed limit and a higher volume of traffic than usual but this is from the part closure of the A51 bypass.  
	

	150.9
	Heritage WG

	

	150.10
	Drop-In WG
There was a discussion to add a monthly evening drop in session in the new year to enable the constituents that cannot come to the weekly lunch time session an opportunity to ask questions and meet the councillors.

	

	150.12
	Police Report
The report for incidents in October has been circulated to all members.
	

	151
	POLICIES
none
	

	152
	DISTRICT NEWS (CB)
none
	

	153
	PARISH COUNCIL DIARY
none
	

	154
	ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETNGS
· New carpark
	

	155
	DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  
Thursday 21st November   at 8.00pm - 9.30pm

** please note that the next meeting after 21st November will be on January 9th 2025 ***
	



VJHands   
Clerk 

Minutes Approved by Chair / Acting Chair :  ……………………………        Date:  ……………………………
